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2023-2024 School Year

Summer Before Senior Year

● Visit colleges of interest and narrow down list
● Add to Colleges I’m Thinking About list on 

Naviance
● Think about who to ask for Letters of 

Recommendation

Fall-Winter 2024

● Create a Common App account and complete 
applications

● Update Naviance and match with Common App 
account

● Continue visiting colleges and attending Open 
Houses

● Request Letters of Recommendation and 
transcripts

● Complete the FAFSA -opens October 1st

College Preparation Timeline

Winter-Spring 2025

● Complete applications and await decisions
● Apply to scholarships
● Reply to acceptances and celebrate on 

May 1st -National Decision Day! 

● Start brainstorming colleges to research and 
visit

● Take the SAT 
- recommended to start taking them during the 

Spring of Junior year
● Become familiar with Naviance and use their 

career exploration resources
● Attend College Fair at TCPA



Courses Required 
for Graduation

4 Years English Religion Physical Education

3 Years Mathematics Science Social Studies

1-2 Years World Languages Visual & Fine Arts Electives

Less than 1 
Year

Personal Finance Career Exploration
* 15 service hours per year are 
also a requirement for 
graduation



When creating a list of schools, consider the 
following:
● Programs and Majors
● Geographic location
● Size of the school
● School population
● Distance from home
● Athletics
● Social life on campus
● College Success programs such as EOF 

and first-generation

College Research



College Visits ● Schedule a campus tour 

○ Weekday campus tours are an 

excused absence with note

● Attend an open house

○ Typically on weekends

○ Register through College’s 

website

● Shows Demonstrated Interest to 

College

○ Considered during application 

review by admissions 

representatives



Mercer County Community College
& Vocational Schools

Mercer County Community College
● Can complete courses towards an Associate’s 

Degree or transfer credits to another institution
● Affordable option for completing standard 

courses before moving on to 4-year institution

Vocational Schools
● For students who want to learn a trade (i.e. 

Mechanic, Plumber, Electrician, Cosmetologist)
● Allows the student gain knowledge, 

experience, and certification towards their 
desired career



Naviance
● Resource for students to plan for 

post-secondary options
● Browse colleges
● Take interest and skills inventories, as well 

as personality assessments
○ Helps to identify career options that 

may align with a student’s 
personality traits and skills

● Update their application status
● Central place for counselors and teachers 

to review and organize application 
essentials
○ letters of recommendation, 

transcripts, and school reports



Common Application
● Application platform accepted by most 

colleges 
● Fill out personal and academic 

information once and send to multiple 
colleges

● Separate set of questions for each 
college

● Links to Naviance 
○ Where transcripts, school reports, 

and letters of recommendation 
are sent through

● Sign FERPA Waiver
○ Allows for academic information 

to be shared, such as transcripts 
and letters

● Fee Waiver for students who are 
eligible



Creating a Well-Rounded Application

A well-rounded application may include the 
following aspects:
● Rigorous and varied academic courses
● Well thought out personal statement
● Letters of recommendation from teachers 

who know the student well
● More years of a course than are required

○ Taking 2 or 3 years of a foreign 
language instead of only 1

● Sports, clubs, and other activities 
● National Honor Society 
● Leadership positions in clubs and sports

○ Such as president of club or captain of 
a team

● Honors and recognition received at school, 
in clubs, or from outside organizations
○ Honor roll at school

● Community service experiences 



● Offer many college prep courses for 
students in the 12th grade

● Allows the student to get a feel for 
college courses 

● Can receive college credit from Mercer 
County Community College

● Seniors are able to apply for the 
Health Occupations program and 
Medical Office Assistant program
○ 1 year shared-time programs

● MCTS is not just for students who 
want to learn a trade

● Great opportunity to learn a skill or get 
a start for college 

Mercer County Technical Schools



SATs

● Recommended to take at least 
once during spring of Junior year

● Starting in March, all tests will be 
digital

● Used for scholarships as well as 
admission

● Many schools have become 
test-optional
○ Nursing  and health 

profession programs still 
require tests

● Practice tests and prep available 
through Khan Academy



● Commonly known as the FAFSA
● Opens October 1st every year
● FREE Application that determines your child’s eligibility for loans, grants, 

scholarships, work study, and aid for military families
● Subsidized Loans 

○ Government pays the interest
○ Based on financial need

● Unsubsidized Loans 
○ Interest paid by borrower
○ Not based on financial need

● Grants and Scholarships 
○ Typically do not have to be paid back
○ Based on merit, talent, area of study, etc.

● Work Study Jobs
○ Student can earn money to pay for school by working at least 

half-time
○ Jobs typically on campus - front desk jobs, cafeteria, dorms, etc. 

● Apply by school’s deadline or June 30th at the latest
● Start repaying loans after graduation
● FAFSA worksheet available - paper copies or on TCPA Website

Free Application for Federal Student Aid



● Register with NCAA Eligibility 

Center to make sure student is on 

track to meet standards

● Different set of requirements for 

Division I, II, and III schools

● Check in with me to make sure 

student is on track with required 

courses for TCPA and NCAA

● SATs are no longer required

● See Athletic Director Mr. Snyder for 

more information

NCAA Eligibility



Guidance 
Communications

● Post regularly on Class of 2025 Google 

Classroom

● Under Classwork -> Guidance tab on Google 

Classroom are a variety of forms and resources

○ Links to Naviance, College Board, Big 

Future, Raise Me, etc. 

● Available by email or phone

○ ascarpulla@trentoncatholicprep.org

○ 609-586-3507 ext 126

mailto:ascarpulla@trentoncatholicprep.org




Questions?



● SAT Registration: https://satsuite.collegeboard.org
● BigFuture Scholarships: 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships?navId=satsuit
e-cbos

● Naviance Student: https://student.naviance.com/auth/fclookup
● Common App: https://www.commonapp.org
● FAFSA Form: https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-app/ROLES
● FAFSA Deadlines: https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/fafsa-deadlines
● Review and Correct the FAFSA Form: 

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/review-and-correct
● Parent PLUS Loan Information: https://studentaid.gov/plus-app/parent/landing
● How Financial Aid Works: https://studentaid.gov/h/understand-aid/how-aid-works
● Types of Financial Aid: https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types
● Financial Aid Checklist: 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-basics/advice/financial-
aid-checklist
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● College Board Scholarship Partners: 
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/scholarships-recognition/scholarship-p
artners

● College Board Scholarship Directory: 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-directory

● Financial Aid Checklist: 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-basics/advice/financi
al-aid-checklist

● EOF Program Criteria: https://www.nj.gov/highereducation/EOF/EOF_Eligibility.shtml
● EOF Colleges and Universities: 

https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/EOF/EOF_PRU_Programs.shtml
● Mercer Application: 

https://mccc.elluciancrmrecruit.com/Apply/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fApply
● Mercer County Technical Schools: https://www.mcts.edu
● NCAA Eligibility Center: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
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